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The Principal’s Letter 
The Bromfield School  
14 Massachusetts Avenue • Harvard, Massachusetts • 01451  
(978) 456-4152 • FAX (978) 456-3013  
 
Mr. Scott Hoffman Ms. Robin Benoit 
Principal Associate Principal 
 
 

Dear Students and Parents: 
  
Choosing the best and most appropriate courses for the next academic year is perennially a vital and challenging 
endeavor for both students and parents.  The Bromfield School Middle School Program of Studies is designed to 
aid this process.  Please review this document carefully as you plan your course of study for next year.  I urge you 
to seek advice from both guidance counselors and teachers as you make your choices.  There is a description of 
the course selection and scheduling process within this Program of Studies and I strongly recommend that you 
take time to review it.  
  
We believe that the following catalog of courses currently offered at The Bromfield School reflects the Vision 
Statement of the Harvard Public Schools and the  Core Values, Beliefs, and Learning Expectations of The Bromfield 
School which stresses 21st century critical thinking skills, problem-solving, and the demonstration of knowledge 
across the disciplines. 
  
I want to conclude by reminding all of us of the need for balance between academic achievement and personal 
well-being.  I encourage students and parents to choose courses that match ability with passion for the subject. 
The course selection process is crucial in achieving this balance. Please feel free to discuss your options with our 
faculty.  They are more than willing to lend a supportive ear. 
  
If you have questions or concerns regarding the program of studies, please contact the guidance office at 
978-456-4152. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
Scott Hoffman 
Principal 
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Core Values, Beliefs, and Learning Expectations for The Bromfield School 
 

The Bromfield School is dedicated to creating an educational environment where every student is provided with 

the opportunity and means to acquire essential and applicable knowledge in the content areas, and command of 

the critical reasoning and higher order thinking skills requisite for problem-solving, research, and continuous 

learning.  The Bromfield School will provide students with these opportunities in an environment where all 

students and staff are respected for their differences, uniqueness and abilities, and are treated with dignity. 

Complementary to its focus on students and staff as active life-long learners, the school is committed to helping 

students develop the interpersonal skills necessary for working effectively and cooperatively with others and to 

become responsible school, community, and world citizens. 

 

Beliefs 

 

The Bromfield School is committed to the following beliefs about learning: 

• Students learn best when actively engaged in the learning process. 

• Students learn best when they are encouraged to explore and take risks with new techniques and skills. 

• Students learn best when presented with a variety of instructional methods, assessments, and learning  

  opportunities.  

• Students learn best when connections across the curriculum are emphasized. 

 

Learning Expectations 

 

Academic Competencies: 

 

Students at The Bromfield School will: 

• use 21st Century Critical Thinking Skills across the curriculum. 

• communicate clearly and coherently using the most appropriate media. 

• meet common core standards for learning and acquire essential knowledge in the following areas 

Literacy and numeracy; scientific methods of inquiry; world languages;  

fine arts; social sciences such as economics, history, and world cultures;  

natural sciences such as chemistry, biology, and physics; literature. 

• demonstrate information management skills to effectively analyze and evaluate information. 

• understand, appreciate, and evaluate the fine and performing arts. 

• use their knowledge and creativity to solve problems. 

 

 

Social/Civic Competencies: 

 

Students at The Bromfield School will: 

• understand and respect others whose ideas, abilities, or culture are different. 

• acquire knowledge and skills to become an involved, responsible citizen of the community and world. 

• make decisions about and take responsibility for their own behaviors, both academic and  

  interpersonal. 

• learn to resolve conflicts peacefully. 

• demonstrate skills for a healthy, prudent, and responsible life based on sound, accurate information. 
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21st Century Critical Thinking Skills 
The Bromfield School 

 

The faculty of The Bromfield School has worked collaboratively to identify this set of universal 

and required Critical Thinking/21st Century Skills.  This combination of affective strategies, macro-abilities, and 

micro-skills was developed in part using the NCREL list of critical thinking skills (Paul, Binker, Jenson, and Krekla, 

1990) 

 

 

• Thinking Independently and Interdependently  

 

• Developing Intellectual Integrity and Courage 

 

• Refining Generalizations and Avoiding Oversimplifications 

 

• Evaluating the Credibility of Sources of Information 

 

• Comparing and Contrasting 

 

• Making Interdisciplinary/Intradisciplinary Connections 

 

• Expressing Oneself in a Compelling and Accurate Way 

 

• Analyzing and Integrating Information 

 

• Demonstrating Understanding through Performance-Based Tasks 

 

• Using Technology Effectively 
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The Bromfield School’s Guidance Department 
 

 

Mr. Drew Skrocki x1543   Students with last name A-H in grades 7-12 

dskrocki@psharvard.org 

 

Ms. Sara Lamere x 1541   All students in grade 6 and students with last name I-M in grades 7-12 

slamere@psharvard.org 

 

Mrs. Lisa Soldi x1547   Students with last name N-Z in grades 7-12 

lsoldi@psharvard.org 

 

Guidance Secretary 

Mrs. Susan Farnsworth x1540 

sfarnsworth@psharvard.org 

 

Adjustment Counselor 

Susan Chlapowski x 1525 

schlapowski@psharvard.org 

 

 

This Program of Studies describes the courses that will be available to you at The Bromfield School for the 

2016-2017 school year.  We have added new electives for grades 7and 8, so we encourage you to read the 

descriptions and sign up for the courses if you are interested.  If you have questions about your courses, please 

see your teacher or counselor. 
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ENGLISH 
The English Department introduces a reading and writing connection through the sixth grade 

language arts writing across the curriculum program. In alignment with all statewide and national 

standards, all English students develop oral and written fluency through an instructional writing 

program that emphasizes reading response, the literary essay and the research paper.  Reading 

strategies introduced in the middle school set the stage for the challenge and variety that comes with a 

literature-based curriculum. The mechanics of language and vocabulary building both complement the rich 6-12 

curriculum.  

 

Middle School English Course Offerings: 

Language Arts 6 

Language Arts 7 

Language Arts 8 

 

 

Course Title: Language Arts 6 

Description: 

The 6th Grade Language Arts program focuses primarily on clarity of expression and reading comprehension. 

Students read a variety of class texts to support and develop reading understanding of both salient and inferential 

details, as well as participate in the 6th grade Independent Reading program to more independently practice and 

hone these skill sets.  Daily discussions in either small-group or whole-class conversations encourages confidence 

and clarity in oral expression; organization and elaboration are emphasized, practiced, and polished through 

Narrative, Informational, and Persuasive writing.  

 

Class texts may include: 

Bridge to Terabithia, Patterson  

Holes, Sachar 

The Westing Game, Raskin 

Cased Closed? Nine Mysteries Solved by Modern Science, Hughes 

The Giver, Lowry 
 

 
  

Course Title: Language Arts 7 

 

Description: 
Grade 7 English has the main goal of empowering students to become confident writers and readers. Towards this 

end, the course is imbued with a variety of writing assignments and projects that seek to instruct and build the 

writing abilities of students. In addition to crafting traditional thesis essays (critical / analytical essays that build 

from an original argument and use textual support to back up the thesis), students also engage in a variety of 

creative writing assignments, including an original short story and an Ideal School project. These creative writing 

endeavors grow originality of thought and connection to self and the world. Additionally, students maintain Quick 

Write journals throughout the year, which are used twice or three times a week for prompt-driven writing 

exercises and free choice writing activities. Students read a variety of fiction and non-fiction, building reading 

comprehension, connection, synthesis, and analysis. Students also learn to wield reading strategies to decipher 
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text--including vocabulary (through a Word of the Day program) and grammar building--and writing strategies to 

engage the reader. A huge emphasis of Grade 7 English is connection and application of reading and writing to 

both self and community. To aid in this process, students also participate in an independent reading program that 

runs throughout the academic year. One Friday per month, students visit the public library with the English class 

to select books of their choosing. Additionally, a number of independent reading books are available in the Grade 

7 classroom. This independent reading program is supplemental to the core texts we read as a whole class during 

the year. 

 

Texts May Include: 
 

Novels 
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, by Mildred D. Taylor 
The Outsiders, by S.E. Hinton 
The Crossover, by Kwame Alexander 
Out of My Mind, by Sharon Draper 
Habibi, by Naomi Shihab Nye 
The Absolute Value of Mike, by Kathryn Erskine 
The Breadwinner, by Deborah Ellis 
Narrative Life of Fredrick Douglass, by Frederick Douglass 
Nothing but the Truth, by Avi 
 
Reference Texts 
Write Source 2000, Houghton Mifflin 
Webster’s Intermediate Dictionary 
 
Shorter Works 
“Plato’s Allegory of the Cave” 
“On the Bridge,” by Todd Strasser 
“Lamb to the Slaughter,” by Roald Dahl 
“Seventh Grade,” by Gary Soto 
“Double Date,” by Ellen Crawford 
Poetry by Langston Hughes, Robert Frost, Gwendolyn Brooks, and others 
Various New York Times book reviews and articles 
 
Audio/Visual Sources 
Clips from Eyes on the Prize Documentary 
Emmanuel’s Gift documentary film 
Glory Road film 
Words Beyond Magic: The J.K. Rowling Story 

 
 

Course Title: Language Arts 8 

Description: 

Eighth grade students understand how to analyze and appreciate reform-minded modern texts, with a focus on 

developing writing fundamentals that will allow them to inhabit the essay genre when they move on to high 

school.  As readers, they learn about the powerful relationship between history and literature as they 

simultaneously take U.S. History 1; the role of performance as they participate in Reader Theater; and the 

importance of reading with multiple drafts and strategies.  Students learn to ask questions, generate ideas, make 
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inferences, interpret figurative and connotative meanings, and make comparisons between different types of 

texts, experiences, and historical events.  Eighth grade writers master the paragraph.  Students strengthen 

grammatical skills and broaden vocabulary, with a focus on etymological roots.  

 

Students also participate in an independent reading program that runs throughout the academic year. One Friday 

per month, students visit the Harvard Public Library or the Bromfield Library with the English class to select books 

of their choosing. Additionally, a number of independent reading books are available in the Grade 8 classroom. 

This independent reading program is supplemental to the core texts we read as a whole class during the year. 

 

Core Texts Include: 

The Pearl, Steinbeck 
The Diary of a Young Girl, Frank 
To Kill a Mockingbird, Lee 
Fahrenheit 451, Bradbury  
Various poetry selections; NY Times, NPR, and contemporary articles, informational texts, and interviews with 

authors; various commercials and media clips; artwork. 
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FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS 
 

The Fine and Performing Arts program offers opportunities for students in grades 6-8 to 

expand their creative side through the visual, musical, digital, and theatrical arts.  Music 

Students who select band and/or chorus as their music course are strongly urged to 

continue with this selection for their three years in the middle school in order to acquire a 

meaningful and comprehensive knowledge of music and ensemble experience.  

ART 
 

Middle School Art Course Offerings:   Grade 6 Art  

Grade 7 Visual Art  

Art 8 

Course Title: Grade 6 Art  

Description: 

The grade 6 art curriculum will center around the Elements of Art and Principles of Design.  There will also be 

components of Art History connected with the Social Studies curriculum.  The grade 6 art curriculum will expose 

students to a wide variety of materials from pencil, paint, clay, and plaster. 
 

Course Title: Grade 7 Visual Art   

Description: 

Grade 7 Visual Art is a culturally-based curriculum centered on the Elements of Art and Principles of Design.  By 

using a wide variety of materials, students work on design elements creating two-dimensional and 

three-dimensional projects.  Art History will also be a focus for many of the projects. 
 

Course Title: Art 8  

Description: 

The grade 8 curriculum adequately prepares the art student for high school Art Foundations.  The human form, 

one and two point perspective, positive and negative, still life drawing and painting, color values and 

understanding design elements and principles, balance, rhythm, unity, value, emphasis, pattern, movement and 

contrast.  in the grade 8 curriculum we begin to  focus on art criticism. 
 

MUSIC 
 

Students may fulfill their requirement of one section per music per year in middle school by selecting any one of 

the following courses. 
 

Middle School Music Course Offerings:  
Concert Choir, Grade 6  Mixed Chorus, Grades 7-8 
Concert Band, Grade 6  Symphonic Band, Grades 7-8  
Experiences in Music, Grade 6  Jazz for Juniors, Grades 7-8  
Experiences in Music, Grade 7 Rhythm and Groove, Grade 8  

 

Course Title: Concert Band, Grade 6 

Description: 

Students in the Grade 6 Concert Band will rehearse and perform wind ensemble/concert band music of various 

styles, with an emphasis on music literature for the beginning and developing band program. In addition to classes 

that meet during the school days, extra rehearsals may be scheduled before and after school depending upon 
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need at the course instructor’s discretion. It is recommended that students have beginner knowledge of one or 

more traditional wind band instruments (flute, clarinet, saxophone, french horn, trumpet, trombone, euphonium, 

and percussion). Participation in Holiday and Spring Concerts, and in-and-outside of school performance 

opportunities (festivals, exchanges, community events, etc) of the whole ensemble are required of all members.  
 

Course Title:          Symphonic Band, Grade 7-8 

Description: 

Students in the Grade 7-8 Symphonic Band will rehearse and perform wind ensemble/concert band music of 

various styles. Students will rehearse in sectionals and as a full ensemble to continue building their musicianship 

and technical proficiency. In addition to classes that meet during the school day, extra rehearsals may be 

scheduled before or after school depending upon need at the course instructor's discretion. It is recommended 

that students have intermediate-advanced knowledge of at least one traditional wind band instrument and have 

been in a performing ensemble before. Participation in Holiday and Spring concerts, and in-and-outside of school 

performance opportunities (festivals, exchanges, community events) of the whole ensemble are required of all 

members. Members of the 7-8 Symphonic Band have the opportunity to audition for the Central Massachusetts 

Junior District Music Festival. 
 

Course Title:              Concert Choir, Grade 6 

Description: 

Students in Grade 6 Concert Choir will rehearse and perform choral music of various styles, emphasizing music 
literature for the younger, developing singer. In addition to classes that meet during the school days, extra 
rehearsals may be scheduled before and after school depending upon need at the course instructor’s discretion. 
Prior choral singing experience is recommended but not required.  Participation in the Holiday and Spring 
Concerts, and in-and-outside of school performance opportunities (festivals, exchanges, community events, etc.) 
of the whole ensemble are required of all members. Members of the Grade 6 Concert Choir have the opportunity 
to audition for the All-State Treble Choir.  

 

Course Title: Mixed Chorus, Grades 7-8 

Description: 

Students in Grade 7 & 8 Mixed Chorus will rehearse and perform choral music of various styles, emphasizing 
music literature for the intermediate, developing singer. Sectional work as well as full ensemble rehearsals will be 
incorporated to build upon musicianship and vocal technique.  In addition to classes that meet during the school 
day, extra rehearsals may be scheduled before or after school depending upon need at the course instructor's 
discretion. It is recommended that students have prior choral singing experience, but it is not required. 
Participation in Holiday and Spring concerts, and in-and-outside of school performance opportunities (festivals, 
exchanges, community events) of the whole ensemble are required of all members. Members of the Grades 7-8 
Mixed Chorus have the opportunity to audition for the Central Massachusetts Junior District Music Festival. 

 
Course Title: Experiences in Music, Grade 6 

Description: 

Students in Experiences in Music will develop an appreciation of music from a variety of genres.  Students will 

learn how to perform through playing instruments, singing, movement, and reading.  Students will learn how to 

respond to what they hear through listening and evaluating all different genres of music.  Students will learn to 

draw parallels, similarities between classical music (including all music periods) and contemporary pop/rock/ 

R&B/rap/folk/jazz/musical theatre/world music.  Students will learn to notate music through composition 

(including on paper and through music application software on their tech tools), arranging, creating, and 

improvisation.  They will learn, using a hands-on approach, what it means to exhibit steady beat, rhythm, tempo, 
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and articulation. 
 

Course Title: Experiences in Music, Grade 7 

Description: 

Students in Experiences in Music will develop an appreciation of music from a variety of genres.  Students will 

learn how to perform through playing instruments, singing, movement, and reading.  Students will learn how to 

respond to what they hear through listening and evaluating all different genres of music.  Students will learn to 

draw parallels, similarities between classical music (including all music periods) and contemporary pop/rock/ 

R&B/rap/folk/jazz/musical theatre/world music.  Students will learn to notate music through composition 

(including on paper and through music application software on their tech tools), arranging, creating, and 

improvisation.  They will learn, using a hands-on approach, what it means to exhibit steady beat, rhythm, tempo, 

and articulation. 
 

Course Title: Rhythm and Groove, Grade 8 

Description: 

Students in Rhythm and Groove  will develop an appreciation of music from a variety of genres.  Students will 

learn how to perform through playing instruments, singing, movement, and reading.  Students will learn how to 

respond to what they hear through listening and evaluating all different genres of music.  Students will learn to 

draw parallels, similarities between classical music (including all music periods) and contemporary pop/rock/ 

R&B/rap/folk/jazz/musical theatre/world music.  Students will learn to notate music through composition 

(including on paper and through music application software on their tech tools), arranging, creating, and 

improvisation.  They will learn, using a hands-on approach, what it means to exhibit steady beat, rhythm, tempo, 

and articulation. 
 

Course Title:  Jazz for Juniors, Grades 7- 8 

Description: 

Students in Jazz for Juniors will study the beginnings of how to approach small group playing in the jazz idiom. 

Students will learn beginning improvisation techniques, chord reading, jazz and rock styles including but not 

limited to: Swing, Dixieland, Bebop, Blues, Funk, Gospel and others. In addition to performance, students will be 

introduced to jazz history and theory Membership and placement in the group are at the discretion of the 

instructor as the ensemble makeup will vary each year. Students should speak to the course instructor prior to 

enrolling. Participation in all performances is required. Members of the Jazz for Juniors ensemble have the 

opportunity to audition for the Central Massachusetts Junior District Music Festival.  

Prerequisites: Students must have the permission of the class instructor for participation 

 

THEATRE 
 

Middle School Theatre Course Offerings: Introduction to Theatre 

TV Production 

 

Course Title: Introduction to Theatre (grades 7-8) 

Duration: Every other day for the full year  

Introduction to Theater provides students with an introduction to the study of acting, dramatic literature, and 

theatrical production. Using creativity, students study both the interpretation of texts along with performance 

skills. Students will develop as actors by gaining insight into elements, principles, and conventions of the stage. 

12 



Students will read and perform scenes from multiple plays throughout the semester.  This course contains both 

academic and performance-based components. 

Textbook title:                                      No formal text 

Prerequisites:                                        none 
 

Course Title: TV Production (Grades 8-12) 

Credits & Duration: 1 credit, full year  

Description: 

This course features the study of TV production and video editing with an added focus on public speaking and 

interviewing skills.  Students will study video and sound editing, storyboarding, script writing, professional grade 

TV camera and tricaster operation, voice and diction as well as reporting and physical skills used in news casting. 

All members of this class will work together and be responsible for the production of a Bromfield TV 

news/magazine show which will be broadcasted at regular intervals during the school year.  In addition to 

individual skills, students learn the values of teamwork, project skills and meeting deadlines.  Note: students can 

choose to either work behind the scenes or on-camera, or both. This course will be taught in the HCTV studio.  
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TECHNOLOGY  
Middle School Technology Course Offerings: 

● Computer Technology, Grade 6 

● Computer Technology, Grade 7 

● Computer Technology, Grade 8 

● Middle School Computer Programming 

 
 

Course Title: Computer Technology Grade 6 

Description:  

Middle School Computer Technology introduces grade 6 students to technology literacy across the curriculum. 

Students learn to communicate effectively, think logically and analytically, and identify the best technologies for 

accomplishing their goals.  Students develop a broad and flexible skill set, including (but not limited to) word 

processing, presentation design, spreadsheet creation, internet and media based research, note taking and 

organization, and computational thinking. Students discover ways that the 1:1 technology provided them can be 

used throughout their school-wide curriculum.   Students are expected to learn and demonstrate 21st Century 

Digital Citizenship skills throughout the course.  Students in middle school technology practice using technology in 

creative and productive ways. 
 

Course Title: Computer Technology Grade 7 / 8 

Description:  

Middle School Computer Technology in grades 7 / 8 is a continuation of middle school computer technology. 

Students learn to communicate effectively, think logically and analytically, and identify the best technologies for 

accomplishing their goals.  Students develop a broad and flexible skill set, including (but not limited to) word 

processing, presentation design, spreadsheet creation, internet and media based research, note taking and 

organization, and computational thinking. Students discover ways that the 1:1 technology provided them can be 

used throughout their school-wide curriculum.   Students are expected to model  21st Century Digital Citizenship 

skills throughout the course as they use both hardware and software in increasingly complex ways.  In addition, 

students will explore the rapid development of computer technology and its impact on society and themselves. 

Students in middle school technology grades 7 / 8 demonstrate mastery of using technology in creative and 

productive ways in increasingly independent ways. 
 

 

Course Title: Middle School Robotics and Programming  

(Completion of a prior middle school computer technology course or instructor permission required) 
Description: 

Students in Middle School Computer Programming will learn and practice computer programming fundamentals 

and STEM principles by modeling solutions to authentic problems.  Students will design, build, and program 

robots to perform real-world tasks using Lego Mindstorms*.  Students in Middle School Robotics and 

Programming will be expected to design, plan, and complete an original solution that synthesizes the skills taught 

in the course and an in depth understanding of real world programming and engineering challenges. 
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HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
 
Students at The Bromfield School will experience the concept of wellness through class activities 

and classroom health instruction. In conjunction with the Harvard Education Plan, students will 

demonstrate the knowledge and skills necessary for a healthy, physically active, and socially responsible lifestyle. 

 

Middle School Wellness Course Offerings:   Grade 6 Health and Physical Education  

     Grade 7 Health and Physical Education 

     Grade 8 Health and Physical Education  

   
Course Title: Grade 6 Health and Physical Education  

Description: 

Physical Education is skill-based with a focus on team and individual sports as well as on physical fitness.  Students 

will build on past skills and learn more advanced ones. Activities include: fitness, field hockey, volleyball, weight 

training, softball, flag football, pickle ball and tumbling.  Also teamwork and sportsmanship are emphasized 

throughout the units.  In health the focus is personal hygiene. 
 

Course Title: Grade 7 Health and Physical Education  

Description: 

Physical Education is skill-based with a focus on team and individual sports as well as on physical fitness.  Students 

will continue to build on past skills as well as work on developing more advanced skills. Activities include: fitness, 

field hockey, volleyball, basketball, floor hockey, softball, badminton, soccer, weight training and tumbling. 

Health focus is on growth and development. 
 

Course Title: Grade 8 Health and Physical Education  

Description: 

Physical Education is skill-based with a focus on team and individual sports as well as on physical fitness. Students 

will continue to build on past skills as well as work on improving more advanced skills. Activities include: fitness, 

flag football, volleyball, weight training, floor hockey, badminton, ultimate frisbee, basketball, handball and 

speedball.  Health at the eighth grade level focuses on growth and development. 
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MATHEMATICS  
The Mathematics Department sets as a priority the ability to apply mathematics to practical 

situations. Mathematical concepts and mathematical computation are also stressed. Our 

courses are in alignment with the Massachusetts Mathematics Curriculum Frameworks and 

the standards of the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, and ultimately prepare 

students to take college entrance examinations given at the high school level.  Starting with the Class of 2016, all 

students seeking admission to state colleges and universities in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts must 

complete a 4 year study of high school mathematics.  Students contemplating admission into private colleges 

should check individual college requirements. 
 

Middle School Math Course Offerings: 

Grade 6 Mathematics                      Pre-Algebra-Grade 8 

Introductions to Pre-Algebra                      Algebra I- (Honors) 

Pre-Algebra- Honors (Grade 7) 
 

Course Title: Grade 6 Mathematics  

Description:  

This course will prepare sixth grade students for the comprehensive series of mathematics classes that begin in 

grade 7. Although mathematical computation will be taught, there will also be a strong emphasis on mathematical 

concepts and applications. Technical and persuasive writing will be incorporated into this course. Course material 

will be taught in part through activities and hands-on projects. Topics to be covered include number sense and 

operations, patterns, relations, and algebra, ratios and proportional relationships, geometry, measurement, data 

analysis, statistics, and probability. This course is in alignment with the 2011 Massachusetts Mathematics 

Curriculum Frameworks that embody the Common Core and the standards of the National Council of Teachers of 

Mathematics. 

Textbook Titles: Grade 6 Digits, Pearson, 2014 edition 

Prerequisites: none 
 

Course Title: Introduction to Pre-Algebra  

Description:  

This is the first course in the college preparatory mathematics sequence. Students will use whole numbers, 

decimals, fractions and integers to solve problems. They will learn more about plane and solid geometry, 

expressions, equations and other ideas in algebra, and practice new ways of organizing and analyzing data.  The 

course will also focus on the process involved in layered, multi-step problem solving and the interpretation of 

results in accordance with the 2011 Massachusetts Mathematics Curriculum Frameworks that embody the 

Common Core. 

Topics will include: problem solving strategies, probability, data, and statistics, operations with fractions, algebraic 

expressions and equations, plane and solid geometry, ratio and proportion, integers and graphing, rational 

numbers, and algebra patterns. Computers and/or calculators will be used by students as problem-solving tools. 

Textbook Titles: Middle School Math – Course 2, Scott-Foresman-Addison Wesley- 

Prentice Hall, 2002 Edition  

Prerequisites: Successful completion of grade 6 mathematics and recommendation of 

the current mathematics teacher 
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Course Title: Pre-Algebra – Honors (Grade 7) 

Description:  

This course begins an accelerated honors sequence for outstanding mathematics students who have earned 

exceptional academic grades and demonstrated high achievement on standardized mathematics tests. Students 

will use calculators and/or computers as problem solving tools.  The course will also focus on the process involved 

in layered, multi-step problem solving and the interpretation of results in accordance with the 2011 

Massachusetts Mathematics Curriculum Frameworks that embody the Common Core. 

Topics will include: connecting arithmetic and algebra; introduction to algebra; integers; equations; number 

theory and fraction concepts; rational numbers; ratio, proportion and percent; inequalities with variables; plane 

and solid geometry; and probability and statistics.  

Textbook Titles: Glencoe Math – Course 2 (Volumes 1 & 2), McGraw-Hill Education,  

 2015 edition 

Prerequisites: Demonstrated outstanding academic achievement as of the end of 

grade 6 (generally a grade of B+ or better) and recommendation of the 

current mathematics teacher 
 

Course Title: Pre-Algebra 8 

Description:  

This course continues the college preparatory sequence and prepares students to take Algebra 1 or Integrated 

Math, Part 1, in grade 9. Students will use whole numbers, decimals, fractions, and integers to solve problems, use 

calculators and/or computers as problem-solving tools, explore ideas about rational and real numbers, and learn 

more about solving equations and inequalities. Topics will include: algebraic expressions and equations; number 

theory and using fractions; ratios, proportions and percents; integers; real numbers; basic two and 

three-dimensional geometry including the Pythagorean theorem; graphing relations and functions; pattern 

recognition; and probability and statistics. Applications and problem solving will be stressed.  

Textbook Titles: Middle School Math- Course 3, Scott Foresman-Addison Wesley-Prentice 

Hall, 2002 edition. 

Prerequisites: Successful completion of Introduction to Pre-Algebra and 

recommendation of the current mathematics teacher 
 

Course Title: Algebra 1 (Honors)  

Description: 

This rigorous course is a continuation of the accelerated honors sequence and follows Pre-Algebra – Honors 

(Grade 7).  Outstanding mathematics students will experience a challenging program that includes the use of 

calculators and/or computers as problem solving tools.  Topics will include numbers and variables, real numbers, 

solving equations and problems, solving inequalities and problems, graphs and functions, systems of open 

sentences, polynomials and factoring, polynomials and rational expressions, irrational numbers and radicals.  Also 

included are basic geometry including the Pythagorean theorem, and quadratic equations.  Geometry, probability 

and statistics will be reviewed as part of this course.  

Textbook Titles: Algebra 1 Common Core, Pearson, 2015 edition 

Prerequisites: B+ or better in Pre-Algebra – Honors (Grade 7) and recommendation of 

the current mathematics teacher 
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SCIENCE 
 The Science Department sets as a priority for its middle school science courses the development of science literacy 

for all students, as well as promotes the development of basic inquiry skills necessary for 

success in the specialized high school science courses of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. A 

primary focus is the fact that careful observation and analysis is the root of scientific 

reasoning. Our course coverage also acknowledges and incorporates quantitative and 

computational skills of mathematics, the skillful use of written and oral communication skills, 

the application, immersion, and influence of science and technology on societal issues and the 

application of science and technology to the arts. These are equally important aspects of what a scientifically 

literate person in the third millennium needs to know. We attempt to have our course content, instructional 

methods and assessment techniques are consistent with the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks and the 

National Science Education Standards. 
 

Middle School Science Course Offerings: 

Grade 6 – Earth Science 6 

Grade 7 – Life Science 7 

Grade 8 – Physical Science 8 
 

Grade 6 

Course Title: Earth Science 6 

Description: 

Sixth grade science focuses on the Earth science topics of meteorology, astronomy, geology, and Earth history. A 

significant emphasis is placed on developing the scientific method including careful observation, organization of 

data, and analysis of patterns and results. A continued transition toward the more quantitative methods of 

scientific analysis is fostered.  These continue to be developed in later middle school years and high school. 

Resources include:  

Full Option Science System –Middle School (FOSS), Vantage Pro Weather Station, Meade telescopes, as well as 

teacher-generated materials.  

Textbook:  Science Explorer: Earth Science, Prentice Hall, 2009 

 

Grade 7 

Course Title: Life Science 7 

Description: 

Seventh grade science continues the development of basic science skills in the areas of measurement, scientific 

method, and lab technique. Emphasis is placed on making observations and inferences, applications of math in 

science, as well communicating scientific thoughts in writing. Topics of study will revolve around biology. Students 

will be introduced to characteristics of life, cells and microscopes, genetics, evolution, growth and reproduction, 

metabolism, ecology and human body systems.  

Resources include:  

Numerous teacher-generated materials and, as an in-class reference, the textbook:  Life Science, Glencoe, 1997 

 

Grade 8 

Course Title: Physical Science 8 

Description: 

Physical Science 8 continues the development of basic science skills in the areas of measurement and the scientific 
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method.  The emphasis is on conceptual understanding, but some pre-algebra application and graph 

interpretation are developed.   The content progresses through the following topics:  science and measurement, 

matter and energy, motion, light, thermal energy, density, electricity, atomic theory, chemistry, energy, pollution 

and economy. 

MCAS is administered in May and covers Earth Science (grade 6), Life Science (grade 7), Technology and 

Engineering (all grades), as well as Physical Science (grade 8).  In Physical Science grade 8, we review and draw 

connections to these other branches of science frequently.  Moreover, students answer and evaluate released 

open response MCAS questions and answers throughout the year.  

Resources include:  

Numerous teacher-generated materials and the textbook:  Foundations of Physical Science with Earth and Space 

Science, CPO, 2003. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES  
The Social Studies Department seeks to enable students to participate intelligently and responsibly 

in their local and global communities. Emphasis is placed on the development of research, 

communication, critical thinking, and study skills that will foster civic participation and equip the 

student for post-secondary learning. Three high school credits, including one in U.S. History, are 

required for graduation.  Global Studies is a required course for all sophomores. 

Middle School Social Studies Course Offerings: 
Social Studies 6 – Ancient and Classical Civilizations in the Mediterranean to the Fall of the Roman Empire 
Social Studies 7 – World Geography 

Social Studies 8 – United States History I 
 

Course Title: Social Studies 6 (Ancient and Classical Civilizations in  

the Mediterranean to the Fall of the Roman Empire) 

Description: 
Social Studies 6 focuses on the study of the origins of human beings in Africa and the rise of early Mediterranean 
Civilizations throughout the fall of the Roman Empire.  Emphasis will be placed on the study of religions, 
governments, trade, philosophies, and innovations that originated in these civilizations.  The powerful impact that 
the ancient world had on the course of world history will be evident throughout the study. Students in Social 
Studies 6 will continue to develop their map skills, construct and interpret time lines, distinguish between 
secondary and primary sources, apply their understanding of cause and effect with respect to explaining historical 
events, analyze ways of interpreting archaeological evidence, and develop and apply concepts relating to civics, 
government, and economics.  A variety of learning modalities will foster the student’s content comprehension and 
skill development.  
Textbook Title: The Ancient World, (Prentice Hall)  

 

Course Title: Social Studies 7 (World Geography) 
Description: 
Social Studies 7 focuses on the study of World Geography.  A regional approach to the study of physical and 
cultural geography will be embedded in the five major geographic themes: location, place, human-environment 
interaction, movement, and region.  Additionally content emphasis will include the history, political structure, 
economics, and current affairs of the region.  Students in Social Studies 7 will continue to develop map and globe 
skills, interpret a variety of map forms and projections, compare and analyze demographic statistics, create and 
use graphs and charts to convey information, and apply proper geographic terminology.  Students will master and 
evidence their comprehension of course content through a variety of learning activities.  Projects will include 
research and reporting about current events, countries and cultures.  In addition students will have the 
opportunity to further develop their writing, research and oral communication skills throughout the year. 
Textbook Title: An Introduction to World Studies:  People, Places and Change, 

(Sager, Helgren, and Brooks) (Holt) 
 

Course Title: Social Studies 8 (United States History I) 
Description: 
United States History I focuses on the period from Exploration through Reconstruction surveying economic, 
political, social, and cultural aspects of development.  The Colonial Experience, the American Revolution, the 
Constitution, and the Civil War are studied in depth.  Students in Social Studies 8 will continue to develop map 
skills, interpret and construct time lines, charts, and graphs, distinguish between and use primary and secondary 
sources, further develop their understanding of the relationship between cause and effect, interpret historical 
events in the context of the period, and distinguish historical fact from opinion.  Independent student research of 
content-related topics will be required to complete at least two  

term projects.   
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Textbook Title:                            United States History: Beginnings to 1877, Deverell, White (Holt McDougal) 
 

WORLD LANGUAGES  
 

The World Languages Department sets as a priority the ability to use language   for 
proficient and purposeful communication. Culture is integrated in all aspects of 
language acquisition in order that students may enjoy being part of a world community 
functioning in a global economy. 
Two years of the same high school world language are presently required for grades 9-12 for admission into 
Massachusetts State Colleges/Universities. Students contemplating admission into private colleges should 
check individual college requirements. 
 

Middle School World Language Course Offerings: 
French – Grade 6             Spanish – Grade 7 
Spanish – Grade 6             French – Grade 8 
French – Grade 7             Spanish – Grade 8 

 

FRENCH 
 

Course Title: French-Grade 6* 
Description: 
This course introduces sixth grade students to basic French vocabulary, phonetics, and grammar. 
Grammar includes the present tense of “er” verbs and the irregular verbs avoir and être. Students learn how 
to construct and answer questions, and work with adjective agreement.  Emphasis is on communication of 
basic expressions in French. Vocabulary and grammar are reinforced through activities, which include skits 
and games. Language laboratory usage is designed to improve pronunciation and auditory skills. The 
francophone world is explored via geography, music, art and culture. Daily assignments average fifteen to 
twenty minutes and include memorization of vocabulary. 
Textbook Title: Bon Voyage 1! (Glencoe McGraw Hill Series) 
Prerequisites: none 

 
Course Title: French-Grade 7* 
Description:  
This course provides seventh grade students with a brief review of the sixth grade curriculum, and 
introduces new vocabulary.  Students will continue their study of the present tense regular and irregular 
verbs, and be introduced to the future tense.  There is additional development of adjective agreement, 
accompanied by the comparative and superlative structures.  Emphasis is on oral presentation, dialogues, 
and the use of the language lab to maximize the use of the target language.  The francophone world via 
geography, music and art, will complement instruction. Approximately, two hours of homework will be 
assigned on a weekly basis. The memorization of vocabulary is an on-going assignment. 
Textbook Title: Bon Voyage 1!  (Glencoe McGraw Hill Series) 
Prerequisites: C- in French, grade 6 and the recommendation of the current 

French teacher in grade 6. 
  

*Eighth graders, who need to reinforce their skills, may repeat this class.  As this level begins with chapter 
four 
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of the Bon Voyage series, students may require summer tutorial work to improve upon the content covered in 
chapters one through three. 

 
Course Title: French-Grade 8* 
Description:  
This course provides eighth grade students with a review of the seventh grade curriculum and introduces 
new vocabulary. Grammar will include the use of reflexive verbs, the past, and pronouns. Emphasis is on 
communicative proficiency, which includes language lab work.  The francophone world via geography, art, 
and music will complement instruction. Approximately, two hours of homework will be assigned on a 
weekly basis. The memorization of vocabulary is an on-going daily assignment. 
Textbook Title: Bon Voyage 1! (Glencoe McGraw Hill series) 
Prerequisites: C in French, grade 7 and the recommendation of the current 

French teacher Grade 7 
 

*Note:  Although high school credit is not received for courses on the 7th and 8th grade levels, the 
academic standards remain the same for both levels in order to advance to the level 2 sections. 
 

SPANISH 
 

Course Title: Spanish-Grade 6* 

Description: 

This course introduces sixth grade students to basic Spanish vocabulary, phonetics, and 

grammar. Grammar includes the present tense of “ar” verbs and the irregular verb ser.  

Students learn how to construct and answer questions, and work with adjective agreement. Emphasis is on 

communication of basic expressions in Spanish. Vocabulary and grammar are reinforced through activities, which 

include skits and games. Language laboratory usage is designed to improve pronunciation and auditory skills. The 

Hispanic world is explored via geography, music, art and culture. Daily assignments average fifteen to twenty 

minutes and include memorization of vocabulary. 

Textbook Title: Buen Viaje 1 (Glencoe-McGraw Hill) 

Prerequisites: none 

 

Course Title: Spanish-Grade 7* 

Description: 

This course provides seventh grade students with a brief review of the sixth grade curriculum, and introduces new 

vocabulary.  Students will continue their study of the present tense regular and irregular verbs, and be introduced 

to the future tense. Emphasis is on oral presentations, dialogues, and the use of the language lab to maximize the 

use of the target language.  The Hispanic world via geography, music and art will complement instruction. 

Approximately, two hours of homework will be assigned on a weekly basis. The memorization of vocabulary is an 

on-going assignment. 

Textbook Title: Buen Viaje 1 

Prerequisites: C- in Spanish, grade 6 and the recommendation of the current Spanish 

teacher in grade 6.  

*Eighth graders, who need to reinforce their skills, may repeat this class.  As this level begins with chapter four of 

the Buen Viaje series, students may require summer tutorial work to improve upon the content covered in chapters 
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one through three. 

 

Course Title: Spanish-Grade 8* 

Description: 

This course offers eighth grade students a review of the seventh grade curriculum and introduces new vocabulary 

and expressions, while it continues to strengthen and promote growth in all four skills in Spanish. Grammar will 

include many new irregular verbs, the preterite tense, the present progressive, reflexive verbs, and object 

pronouns. 
 

Textbook Titles: Buen Viaje 1 (Glencoe-McGraw Hill) 

Prerequisites: C in Spanish, grade 7 and the recommendation of the 

current Spanish teacher 

*Note: Although high school credit is not received for courses on the 7th and 8th grade levels, the academic 

standards remain the same for both levels in order to advance to the level 2 sections. 
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